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Drayton, for she hailed from the same part of Ireland
as the musician, and when Tom, at the age of nineteen,
had gone to Grafburg for a specialized course of engi-
neering, she had asked her countryman to keep his eye
on her son. Even in those days, Rayner had made aJpet
of Marie, then a small girl of nine and, in company
with Esmee Lane, an art student about his own age,
had spent much of his time at the Drayton's flat. During
his eighteen months' sojourn in Germany, he had
attempted to give Marie amusements, such as the per-
petually hard-up condition of her parents had prevented
them from affording her.
When Marie entered Esm6e*s studio, Rayner, who was
ensconced in an armchair, advanced to meet the new-
comer.    In a flash he realized that Marie had developed.
into a beautiful woman, that her figure was superb, and
that her features were regular and well-proportioned.
It troubled him to notice the sad droop of her bow-shaped
mouth and, attributing her sorrow to loneliness, he
resolved, if possible, to cheer her as he had done in her
childhood.    He invited Marie and Esmee to spend a
day with him on the river, and although Esni6e refused,
as he hoped she would, from Marie he would take nothing
but acceptance.    " Any day will suit me/* he pleaded.
" That is within the next three weeks. If it rains we can
lunch together in town instead.    I want to talk over old
days, and I'd like you to give me as much time as you
can spare during my short stay in London, for I leave for
Bombay three weeks to-day.9>
Marie could find no means of escape, and agreed to
spend her first free day with her old playmate. With
Esmee's assistance, she managed to conceal from him the
existence of her child, and also the nature of her work.
While he escorted her in a cab to Cynthia's door, Marie
gave Tom to understand that she lived in a home for
business girls where men visitors could not be received.
As he walked to his lodgings, after taking leave of